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Qian Xuesen and Noetic Science

Lu Mingsen
(College of Art and Science of Beijing Union University, Beijing 100083, China)

[Abstract] This article analyzes the background and the necessity of the establishment of noetic science which
was initiated by Qian Xuesen. The article also presents a whole string of Qian’s views on the object of study,
basic approach and ideological root of noetic science. The article describes in particular that noetic science is one
of the eleven department of the contemporary system of science and technology. It contains three h‘ierarchies, as
fundamental science, technical science and engineering. The preliminary achievements in each hierarchy in the
recent two decades are presented. 7

[Key words] cognitive science; noetic science; abstractive thinking; figurative thinking; creative thinking;

pattern recognition
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