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Consideration About Further Development of
Firepower System of Next Generation of Tank Gun

Meng Shenfei
(Plant 447 of the Ordnance Industries Group Corporation, Baotou, NeiMonggol 014033, China)

[Abstract]  Main battle tanks will still be one of the principal weapons used in army operations in the 21 st
century. Up to now, the general concept on the next generation of tank has not been obvious and also there are
much difficulty for all people to develop the firepower of tank. Neverthless, both today’s world situation and
the setup of the arms rivalry from the military powers do bring about an appropriate condition on which the basic
technology of the next generation of tank weapons will be formed and developed. Confronting with such a chal-
lenge. China should try its best to find and make a new breakthrough in the field of tank attack-defence con-
frontation and to strengthen the basic research of firepower technology and the advanced research of design in
structure so as to lay a foundation for the research and manufacture of the next generation of tank with new fea-
tures of firepower.

[Key words]  tank gun; firepower system; proposal for further development
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(Cont.from p.11)

The so-called high technologic pressured equipment includes large pressure storage tanks, ammonia syn-
thetic reactors, urea synthetic reactors, petroleum hydrogenation reactors, large rocket shells, liquid hydrogen
and oxygen pressure vessels, nuclear power station pressure vessels and so on.

“Filament-Composites structural pressure vessel technology” and “General-Steel structural pressure vessel
technology” are the two main sorts of the contemporary pressure vessel technology in the world.

A unique sort named “Steel-Composites structural pressure vessel technology” with several unique struc-
tural technologic system from low to high pressure application field, which has included China National Inven-
tion Prize and 18 Chinese and US patents in its system has been developed in China mainly by the author during
past 30 years. This unique sort of pressure vessel technology has the excellent burst resistant and manufacturing
cost reduced up to 40% etc. outstanding structural technologic characteristics. This will lead a radical reforma-
tion of pressure vessel technology in the world.

A typical technology of this unique sort named “flat steel ribbon cross-helically wound pressure vessel tech-
nology” used widely in China during past 30 years has involved officially in the ASME BPV Code as code num-
ber 2229 and 2269 for Section W, Division 1 and 2 in 1997 respectively for manufacturing various important
large industrial pressured equipment in the world with internal diameter up to 3.66 m by American Society of
Mechanical Engineers as the first instance of significant technology from China.

The unique pressure vessel technology was assessed an advanced high technology in the world. This will
surely open a new development prospect in designing, manufacturing and safe protective technical aspects of the
21 st century by using the special Steel-Composites structural technologic nature.

[Key words ] pressure vessel technology; filament-composites structure; steel-composites structure; com-

pound thin inner shell; cross-helical wound; total double layered; burst arrested and burst resistance
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