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Abstract: Technological innovation is an important driving force for the development of the environmental protection industry and
is particularly important to promote industrial upgrading and transformation of environmental protection as the new normal. Based
on the data from the fourth survey of environmental technology research and development (R&D) situation of 23 820 enterprises
related to the national environmental protection industry, with using descriptive statistical method, the state of R&D investment and
technological innovation of China’s environmental protection industry in 2011 are analyzed in this study. A qualitative analysis of
the factors affecting China’s environmental protection industry’s R&D capabilities is made to help decision-makers to fully grasp the
inputs and outputs for R&D in the environmental protection industry.
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