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Abstract: The Qinba Mountain Area is the source of many important rivers in China and possess abundant natural, historical, and cul-
tural resources related to rivers. In recent years, actions have been taken to restore the natural state of rivers in this area such as banning
small hydropower stations in nature reserves, and integrated river management has been emphasized in this area. This paper analyzes
the natural and scenic values of rivers in the Qinba Mountain Area, highlights the shortcomings of the existing protected area system in
the aspect of river protection, summarizes the favorable conditions of river management, and proposes preliminary suggestions for the
protection of natural and scenic values of rivers in the Qinba Mountain Area, including investigating river resources; conducting river
protection and restoration based on river classification; building river protected areas, improving management mechanism and legisla-
tive guarantee; and strengthening community co-construction.
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